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Teenager to adult

In the story ‘The Darkness Out There’, both Sandra and Kerry undergo a transformation. Sandra realises that the world is not quite the cosy place she had imagined it to be and Kerry appears to grow up and transform into an adult.

Teenager or adult?

Cut out the ‘Teenager/Adult quotations’ and fold and stick them to either the ‘Teenager’ or ‘Adult’ template, depending on whether you think Kerry appears to be a teenager or an adult at the point in the story the quotation is taken from. Don’t worry if at certain points you find it difficult to decide. If you’re really stumped, leave the tricky quotations to one side until you can confer with another person.

Tipping point

In pairs, see if you can pinpoint where in the story Kerry ‘grows up’. You can either write down a specific line number or highlight a paragraph or section.

Now, using some of the quotations from the templates, write a paragraph or two in which you map out Kerry’s transformation during the course of the short story. The following prompts may help.

· At the beginning of ‘The Darkness Out There’, Kerry appears to be carefree and boyish…

· At the point in the story when…, we see Kerry begin to stand up for what he believes in and challenge Mrs Rutter. 

· At the end of the short story ‘The Darkness Out There’, Kerry seems to have grown up. He appears to be older and wiser…

Kerry’s role in the story

Read the following statements. Put a tick next to those you agree with, a cross next to those you disagree with and a question mark next to those you’re not sure about. 

	
	( ( ?

	In the story, ‘The Darkness Out There’, Kerry is the hero.
	

	In ‘The Darkness Out There’, Kerry is the conscience of the story.
	

	Kerry provides Sandra with a ‘true’ perspective. Despite his slobbish appearance and behaviour, he shows that he has strong values. Both he and Mrs Rutter prompt Sandra to re-evaluate the world she lives in.
	

	Kerry is the opposite of Mrs Rutter. It could be said that he represents ‘light’ (truth and integrity) whereas she represents ‘darkness’ (narrow-mindedness and cruelty).
	


Kerry is…

· With a partner, make as many ‘Kerry is…’ statements (in which you describe or sum up Kerry’s character) as possible. Aim for at least five statements.

· For each statement find a line reference from the story to support your view. 

· Be prepared to share your ‘Kerry is…’ statements with the rest of the class. 

Teenager/adult quotations
	Hiding behind the hedge

	He rose from the plough beyond the hedge. (line 80)

	Enjoying his practical joke

	He grinned. ‘I seen you coming. Thought I might as well wait.’ (line 84)

	Plans for the future

	‘I’m leaving, July. They’re taking me on at the garage, the Blue Star. I been helping out there on and off, before.’ (lines 111–112)

	‘July, I’ll be starting full-time. When old Bill retires. With day-release at the tech.’ (line 205)

	Appearance

	His chin was explosive with acne; at his middle, his jeans yawned from his T-shirt, showing pale chilly flesh. (line 131)

	Curiosity and excitement (relating to the Messerschmitt) 

	He said, ‘Is that the wood where there was that German plane came down in the war?…It was there, then?…Were you here?…Did you see it come down?’ (lines 254–268)

	Reaction to Mrs Rutter’s account

	‘You what?’ said the boy. (line 315)

	The boy shoved his chair back from the table. (line 335)

	Decision to leave

	The boy had got up. He glanced down at the girl. ‘I’m going,’ he said. ‘Dunno about you, but I’m going.’ (lines 342–343)

	Going home

	He had grown; he had got older and larger. His anger eclipsed his acne, the patches of grease on his jeans, his lardy midriff. You could get people all wrong, she realized with alarm. (lines 366–368)
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